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FOREWORD

The work described in this report was carried out under contract to
the Air Force Geophysics Laboratory, Hanscom Air Force Base, Massa-
chusetts. The contract monitor was G. Kenneth Yates of the Space Physics
Group. During the program Dr, Yates assisted in carrying out some of
the electron path calculations in the magnet assembly and in studies of the
fringing field effects. The help of Dr. Yates in carrying our this investi-

gation is greatly appreciated,
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1. INTRODUCTION

The reliable detection of high energy (1 to 10 MeV) electrons in space
has been a difficult undertaking. Electrons scatter considerably in passing
through matter and produce bremsstrahlung which can interact to simulate
electrons of different energy. Most regions of the earth' s magnetosphere
which can contain high energy electrons also contain high energy protons,
and the electrons become difficult to detect in the presence of the other rad-
iations,

A number of approaches have been used in the past to detect high ener-
gy electrons from satellites. One of the first such detectors was a magnet-
scintillator combination for 0,05 to 4 MeV electrons, which was used along
with a set of absorber-determined threshold detectors for 1 to 5 MeV elec-
trons {Ref, 1.1). The magnet/ scintillator combination was used to be able
to distinguish electrons from protons, but bremsstrahlung induced back-
ground produced most of the counts below 1.5 MeV (Ref. 1.2). The absor-
ber-determined threshold detectors were also sensitive to protons above
10 to 35 MeV and so cannot distinguish 1 to 5 MeV e¢lectrons from these
higher energy protons,

Al to 10 MeV electron spectrometer has been constructed using a
dE/dx - scintillator coincidence measurement (Ref, 1.3). This combin-
ation is sensitive to high energy protons ( > 70 MeV) and so has limited use
in much ot themagnetaphere. A magnetic spectrometer for 0.1 to 1 MeV
electrons has also been constructed (Ref. 1.4). The magnetic spectrometer
used a gap field of about 1 k Gauss and so was limited to about 1 MeV elec-
tron energy to avoid excessive size and weight, The magnetic spectrometer
had no coincidence detector and, therefore, is susceptible to penetrating
high energy protons and bremsstrahlung.

A magnetic electron spectrometer for energies up to 2.5 MeV has been
flown (Ref. 1.5) as has one for energies up to 3.1 MeV (Ref. 1.6). Both of
these magnetic analyzers use 180 degree bending and have no coincidence de-
tector. They are thus susceptible to high energy penetrating protons and
to bremsstrahlung background. The magnetic spectrometer in Ref, 1.5 1is
reported to have low internal bremsstrahlung sensitivity because of exten-
sive baffles, but external bremsstrahlung flux levels can be quite intense,
require large amounts of lead (high Z) shielding, and become much more se-
vere at higher electron energies, The magnetic spectrometer in Ref, 1.6
used shielded detectors adjacent to unshielded detectors to measure back-
ground, This leads to gaps in the measured spectrum, as well as limiting the
measureable electron count rates to a fraction of the background count rates;

ity.

Advances in magnetic materials make it now possible to construct mag-
netic analyzers with much larger gap fields, up to nearly 5 kG. It thus be-
comes possible to construct an instrument to detect up to 10 MeV electrons,

the actual fraction depending on counting statistics and background uniform- i

o




and which is not much larger than previous designs., There are possible
simplifications {rom using position sensitive detectors; therefore, a
thorough investigation of the design of a 1 to 10 MeV magnetic electron
spectrometer is desirecable,

This report describes the design, construction, and testing of sev-
eral configurations, for a magnetic electron spectrometer to cover to at
least 10 MeV. The results are used to develop a preliminary design of a
flight umt,




2, THE MAGNET ASSEMBLY

2.1 Design and Construction

A general design for an electron magnetic analyzer is shown in Figure
2.1. This design includes a coincidence detector, a sweeping magnet for low
energy electrons, and a proton telescope located in a position completely shielded
from electrons to at least 10 MeV. The design uses a semi-circular array of
magnets on two iron plates, with a completely enclosing outside return yoke.

The actual magnet design for testing purposes is shown in Figure A A

I his shows the outline of the top and bottom iron plates, the edge pieces which
provide support and a magnetic return path, and the actual posiuons of the Sm-
Co magnets, The iron plates and iron edge pieces are made of 1/4 inch thick
ingot iron, which is a high permeability, soft iron. Because of the large stresses
from the attractive force of the two magnet poles, a set of aluminum support bars
is bolted to each plate set (composed of two three-inch wide pieces of 1/4 inch
thick ingot iron), as shown in Figure 2,3, The support bars alsc have screw holes
for attachment to a fixture used to bring the two magne? poles together in the fi-

nal magnet assembly.

"he mmagnet design uses 18 magnets of nominally 1 x 1 x1/2 inches and
ne magnet of 1 x 1/2 x 1/2 inches on each pole plate (Figure 2.2). A set of
6 square rare-earth cobalt ceramic magnets of 11/16 x11/106 x 1/2 inches
was used the poles. The magnets were {irst measured for field strength at
five nositions on each side of the magnet, and sorted into two groups, based
n the hest average field strength, for the top and bottom poles. These mag-
nets were then arranged to give the strongest I eld near the outer edge of the mag-

pole, where the highest energy (10 MeV) elertrons travel, to ensure that the

nagnet assembly would analyze to at least 10 MeV.

5

Placing the magnets onto the pole plates requires considerable care. The
magnets are strongly attracted to the iron, and beeause of their parallel magneti-
zation, adjacent magnets repel each other. The magnets are somewhat brittle,

o that a strong blow with a hard cobject can cause chipping. Each pole is assem-
bled, one magnet at a time, slipped onto the iron plate near the edge to avoid
strong shocks., The outer edges of the magnets are held in place by aluminum
brackets and stainless steel screws. As the magnets are added to one edge, screws
and washers are used to hold them in place against the mutual repulsive forces.
The arrangement of the internal screws is shown in Figure 2.2, with all of the
outer edges of the magnets being held by aluminum brackets. The magnet arrange-
ment in Figure 2.2 has spaces between the three rows of magnets because of the
necessity of using screws to hold the magnets against their mutual repulsion
during assembly of the individual poles.

Once the two poles are completed with the magnets, the | 1/2 inch high iron
edge pieces are mounted on one pole. The poles are then bolted, via the alumi-
num support pieces, to the plates of an assembly rig, as illustrated in Figure 2.4,
The pole pieces are bolted in place with the assembly rig taken apart, and the
top plate/ moveable plate/ slide rods component is then placed on top of the bot-

tom plate. The magnet poles are separated by at least five inches during this step, ‘!
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since otherwise the magnet poles attract with too much force to allow the
operation to be easy and safe, After the bottom plate has been securely
fastened, the magnet poles are slowly brought together by turning the nut
on the threaded rod., The assembly rig must be rigid and strong, since the
magnet poles attract with nearby 1000 lbs. of force just before contact of
the top pole piece and the edge pieces. After the top pole has been fastened
to the edge pieces with screws, the complete magnet assembly is removed
from the assembly rig and is ready for testing,

2.2 Magnetic Field Properties

The completed magnet assembly has a gap of 1/2 inch between the mag-
net faces and a clear gap of about 3/8 inch between the aluminum magnet edge
brackets. With an iron plate in the detector insertion opening in the top plate
(Figure 2. 3), the two removeable edge pieces (Figure 2.2) were taken out one
at a time as necessary, and the magnetic field profile measured over the entire
magnet pole area in the center of the magnet gap. The resulting field profile
15 shown in Figure 2.5,

The magnetic field profile has a number of characteristics. The field
in the center of the outer semicircle of magnets averages slightly over 4.5 kg
and shows that this field intensity can be readily achieved with the present de-
sign. The lower field intensity at the inner part of the semicircle is because
the weaker magnets were placed there, By selection from a larger number
of magnets, it should be possible to bring the field at the center of all magnets
to at least 4.5 kg. This was not done with the test magnet assembly because
no extra 1 x I inch magnets were available,

The junction line between adjacent, touching magnets shows a drop in
field intensity of 5 - 10%. This shows up at nearly all magnet junctions and in-
dicates that even with magnets selected from a larger number, there will stull
be variations of up to 5% from the average field, Of greater importance are
the more than 15% variations that show up where the magnet holding screws
have forced a gap between magnet rows, It is expected that this can be reduced
by having the corners on the magnets ground slightly so that the holding screws
can be placed at the corners where four (4) magnets meet, and so climinate all
gaps at magnet sides. By this design change, a flight magnet assembly can
be produced with 5% field uniformity over the entire magnet semicircle.

The field variations of 5% are not expected to affect significantly the per-
formances of the magnet assembly for electron energy analysis, For a 5 MeV
electron, field variations of 5% over a 1 ¢m distance produce only a 0.1% change
in deflection radius, and this is safely neglected. The change in exit distance
for 1 MeV electron is still only about 1 - 2%, which is smaller than the {ringing
field corrections. Since it is expected that a flight unit would have to be cali-
brated with electron sources and beams, the field variations of 5% should
have no net effect on the performance of a flight instrument.

The field profile along the particle entrance line (the entering electron line
of Fig. 2.2 extrapolated straight through the magnet gap) is shown in Figure 2.6.

- - o o




joufep Surzijeuy polquassy ay) JO $a1ISUIIU] PIat ] dnduBep peinsea Gz dan¥ry

“ de¥ a4y jo 12jued ayj ut Ajrsuajul
Prot) [EONIIA = N ul sanjea pray onaufew [y

Sy g g e T g g g g g0 ¢

1 P | _

2% XY Sy £°% 8% 6°

4 .r|~ e D C ks ‘) V) ¥ £
_ _ |
5

i £y £ LY L N B

|
st
m ﬁ - ”-M'C.ﬂJ.jh‘”J-*J.M'

Lo

TN A e S WA o




Ul JdueIIUF I[dNIeg Yy Fuoly Iyoa 4 p1aty >naduley 9 2 sanBSi gy

‘wo ‘afpg jeufep woay sdueIsi(

)
8+ 9+ LA 2+ - w- b= 9-
1 1 L 1 | 1 1 L
& 0
/ ¥
- paoly 7 - 1
‘ - . \ rr
sanedou ‘g x a
o
o
\ n
panold 01 x -
W
b e el
-
m
2 -
.“
=t
b8
SUOIIIID J10]) m.
—> ®
uondIIY(] -
.udﬂﬂhnuvﬂ WII.
m
y At SO e
3 Azepunoq ajerd uoij SLANDVIN
t I ;

L L L3 Ll T " 1




This profile shows the 20% field dip in the 1/ 16 inch gap between the magnet
rows, which should be reduced to about 5% by the magnet modification dis-
cussed above. Because of the large (4.5 cm) overhang of the iron pole plates,
the {ringing field cuts off more sharply and actually reverses direction at
about +1.4 cm (0.0 c¢m coincides approximately with the outer edge of the first
magnet), This sharp cut-off and reversal somewhat reduces the fringing field
effects on incoming particles,

The measured profile in Figure 2,6 has been {itted to the first maximum
at -2.0 cm and used in fringing field calculations, The procedure is discussed
in detail in Appendix A, For precise calculations of electron paths in the mag-
net assembly, both the fringing field effects and the variation of the magnetic
field over the pole face (Figure 2. 5) must be taken into account, This is par-
ticularly true for a flight magnet assembly, where only 5% ficld variations are
expected, For the test magnet assembly, where the field variations are 20%
and a lower intensity field occurs near much of the low energy electron exit
portion, the major effect on electron paths comes {rom the interna! field var-
iations,

The approximate paths and exit positions for | - 10 MeV e¢lectrons are
shown in ligure 2.7. The electron paths were calculated using the average
field intensity along the semicircular part of each path between the magnet poles.
The increase in field intensity on the outer semicircular part of the magnet
pole resuits in the spacing change at 6 MeV. Aeg shown, electrons of exactly
10 MeV energy will likely not be analyzed but will escape near the back edge «
the pole piece. This results primarily from the reduction in field intensity at
the 1/16 inch gaps between magnet rows (Figure 2.2) and should not occur in
a flight magnet assembly which does not have these gaps. The addition of a
few extra 1 x 1/2 and 1/2 x 1/2 inch magnets would also make the magnet as-
sembly capable of analyzing to at least 10 MeV electrons, The test magnet
assembly was only used with beta (electron)sources to 3,5 MeV, so the ques-
tionable analysis at 10 MeV is no problem. Since the test magnet assembly
definitely analyzes to >9 MeV, the effect of lower energy electron and brem-
sstrahlung background on the analysis of electrons near 10 MeV can still be in-
vestigated,

-

Figure 2,7 also shows the outline of part of the entrance collimator and
the location of the position sensitive detector in the lowest energy position.
For this test set-up, the position sensitive detector has a Jowest detectable
energy of about 1.6 MeV, and a maximum of about 4. 4 MeV., All of the test~
ing was done with a Sr-Y-90 beta source of 2,27 MeV maximum electron energy
and a Ru-Rh-106 beta source of 3. 54 MeV maximum electron energy. Addi-
tional details of the test set-up and the results of the testing are given in the
following section,

3. THE MAGNETIC ELECTRON SPECTROMETER

3.1 Spectrometer Assembly for Laboratory Tests

The test magnet assembly described in Section 2 was used with position
sensitive detectors, a 200 wm totally depleted surface barrier detector for coin-

11
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cidence, a collimator assembly, and internal anti-scattering baffles, as
shown in Figure 3.1. The test set-up in Figure 3.1 shows the final config-
uration arrived at through many experimental tests with intermediate config-
urations, The position sensitive detector (PSD 1) (8 mm x 47 mm sensitive
area) was used in any one of the three (3) positions shown, giving a slight
overlap between adjacent positions, A second (8 mm x 27 mm) position sen-
sitive detector (PSD2) was also used, both alone and in anticoincidence with
PSD1, When both PSD'S were used, PSD2 was used only as a detector since
only one position sensitive detector analyzer (PSDA) module was available,

A block diagram of the electronics used with the test set-up of Figure
3.1 1s shown in Figure 3.2. The complete set-up was not always used, with
the 200 pm detector part of the electronics chain and the MCA coincidence
input not being used for some of the earlier tests. When PSD 2 was used in
anti-coincidence with PSI* 1, it was connected in place of the 200 um detector
and the MCA run on anti-coincidence.

3.2 Spectrometer Tests with Radioactive Sources

The experimental configuration for most of the beta source tests with
the spectrometer is shown in Figure 3.3, One of the first tests was done with
the 8 x 27 mum PSD (PSD 2) used with the PSDA, and positioned to detect 1.5 to
3.2 MeV electrons, The resulting spectra (energy and position) for a Sr-Y-90
beta source are shown in Figure 3,4, The PSD spectrum covers channels 1 to
80 (128 is full scale), so it is clear that electrons are being detected well be-
yond the 2,27 MeV end-point of the Sr-Y.9g beta source. The log-counts scale
shows that changing the energy threshold for position calculation from 250 to
500 keV lowers the electron count rate at 1.5 - 2 MeV log a factor of 5, while
at 3 MeV, it is lowered only a factor of 2 - 3, The high energy counts are a
combination of bremsstrahlung background and scattered electrons and have a
higher average energy loss than real electrons in the 2 MeV region. These
tests were made without the 200 pm detector or the baffles,

The above tests were repeated with the 8 x 47 mm PSD (PSD 1) set to
detect 1.7 to 4.5 MeV, and position spectra taken with Sr-Y-90 (2.27 MeV max-
imum electron energy) and Ru-Rh-106 (3.54 MeV maximum) source, The re-
sults are shown in Figure 3.5, and simply extend the results shown in Figure 3. 4.
All spectra show counts at energies above the beta source end-point, The Sr-Y-90
spectrum, which peaks at about 0.8 MeV, shows a definite change in slope at the
end point, while the Ru-Rh-106 spectrum, which peaks at about 1.25 MeV, shows
only a slight slope change at the end-point, ]

Several tests were made to determine the source of the higher energy
pseudo-electron background, The 8 x 27 mm PSD 2 was mounted in a higher
energy position, and spectra of PSD 1 was taken both free and in anti-coincidence
with PSD 2, No significant changes were observed indicating that electron back-
scattering from the PSD to a higher energy position (>2 MeV higher) was not
the major source of background, Increasing the collimator opening diameter in
front of the source by a factor of 2 changed the position spectrum intensity by w
a factor of about 4, but did not change the shape. This indicates that much of

13
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the high energy background is associated with the entering electron flux and
léss with the external bremsstrahlung background.

A set of six (6) anti-scattering strips were placed against each of the
magnet poles. The strips were 1/16 inch thick and 1/8 inch wide, made of
aluminum, and placed in a fan arrangement radiating from slightly behind
PSD 1. These gave no measureable change in the position spectra, and so were
not effective in reducing electron scattering and bremsstrahlung production,

A complete set of position spectra for the Sr-Y-90 and Ru-Rh-106 sources
is shown in Figure 3.6. The background appears to be composed of two com-
ponents. A uniform background, evident above 4 - 5 MeV, is most likely due
to internal and external bremsstrahlung and is very difficult to shield without
using large masses of lead. The other background component appears to be
from electrons scattered in the magnet assembly and is most noticeable in
the 1 MeV region above the beta spectrum end-poiut, The spectra in Figure
3,6 were taken with a threshold in the energy pulse of 125 keV., The energy
spectra for the 1.6 - 4.4 MeV position of PSD 1 are shown in Figure 3,7, with
the Sr-Y-90 results being shown for both free and in anti-coincidence with
PSD 2 in a higher energy position, and the Ru-Rh-106 results being shown only
for the anti-coincidence. The lack of change in free/anti-coincidence spec-
tra is in agreement with earlier resuits and conclusions that electrons back-
scattered from the PSD to a higher encrgy position (>2 MeV higher) are not
an 1:‘.\p0l"t&ﬂk source of background. It should be noted that the MCA channel
for "0'" volts input was different for the data in Figures 3.6 and 3.7 (0" V
Channel No, 10) than for the earlier data in Figures 3.4 and 3.5 ("0"V = Chan-
nel No, 0), and this accounts for the peaking at the lowest position signal in
Figure 3.6.

The energy spectra in Figure 3,7 show a broad peak at 280 keV, which
18 the approximate position of the most probable energy loss, The average
energy loss is about 360 keV for 1,000 wm of Si and 1-2 MeV electrons, The
difference is due to the large amount of straggling in the electron energy loss
and is discussed in more detail in Section 3, 3,

Electron anti-scattering baffles were installed as shown in Figure 3.1,
and position spectra taken with PSD 1, The complete position spectra are
shown in Figure 3.8. Comparison with Figure 3.7 shows that the baffles do
not affect the counts in the region of beta source electrons, except for the
slight dip in the Ru-Rh-106 Position | spectrum, which corresponds to a baf-
fle location. The higher energy background is, however, reduced by a factor
of 2 to 3 because of the reduction of electron scattering in the magnet gap.
There 15, however, still an excess of electrons in the 1-2 MeV range just a-
bove the beta source end-point energy.

LA

The 200 um detector v as en installed to achieve the full configuration
of Figure 3.1, The spectra of the 200 um detector with the beta sources and a
50 keV threshold are shown in Figure 3.9. The peak occurs at 55 keV and is a
partial artifact of the 50 keV threshold., The minimum ionizing energy loss
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Figure 3.9 Spectra of the 200 um detector with the Beta Sources,




for 1-2 MeV electrons is about 70 keV, so the most probable energy loss
(=55 keV or slightly less) is significantly lower than the average energy loss.
This is in agreement with calculations and the results found for the [, 000 um
thick PSD 1 and is discussed in more detail in Section 3. 3,

Spectra of PSD 1 in coincidence with the 200 pm detector with a 50 keV
threshold gave extremely low counts, yielding a reduction in detection eifi-
ciency by more than two orders of magnitude. To achieve good detection
efficiency, it was necessary to lower the 200 pum detector threshold to 15 keV.
This was partly into the preamplifier noise, but still yielded a significant im-
provement in performance. The results for free and coincidence operation
of the PSD | are shown in Figure 3,10 for the Ru-Rh-106 beta source and in
Figure 3. 11 for the Sr-Y-90 beta source. These tests were made with the
source and two detectors in a straight line, with a small collimator in {ront
of the detectors. The results show that coincidence operation eliminates most
of the high energy pulses and the uniform background in position. For the
straight line set-up, the detection efficiency is reduced by about a factor of
10, but the energy and position spectra narrow significantly.

The free and coincidence measurements in the magnetic electron spec-
trometer configuration are shown in Figures 3,12 and 3. 13 for the two beta
sources. Comparison with the Position 1 results in Figures 3.6 and 3.8 show
that the gddition of the 200 wm detector reduces the detection efficiency for
1.6 - 2 MeV electrons by about a factor of 4 and coincidence operation by a-
nother factor of 3. The overall reduction is thus about a factor of 10. Coin-
cidence operation eliminates most of the spurious counts above the beta source
end.point energy. This is particularly shown by the strong reductions at
3.54 MeV in Figure 3.-12 and at 2,27 MeV in Figure 3.13.

The couincidence results indicate that much of the background near the
beta source end point is due to bremsstrahlung generated in the aluminum
electron collimator. Since coincidence requirement with the 200 pm detector
eliminates this background, most of it is generated by electrons in the entrance
part of the collimator in front of the 200 um detector. The coincidence re-
quirement thus eliminates most of the background, but because of scattering
in the coincidence detector, the detection efficiency is reduced by about a
factor of 10.

3.3 Analysis of Spectrometer Response

The geometry for the spectrometer response calculation is shown in
Figure 3, 14. Since the geometric factor calculation is complex and involves
some uncertainty, an actual flight spectrometer must be calibrated with elec-
tron beams. For the present case, an approximate calculation is sufficient
since it is only necessary to sece the effect of various parts of the spectrometer
on the geometric factor,

The basic geometric factor is defined by Al' AZ , and d, and is given by

2
Go - AlAZ/d (3. 1)
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The input collimator system admits a beam of total angular width given ap-

proximately by
- 1("/;1 ’ \Mz)
d ]

® = tan (3.2)

0
From the collimator exit aperture the PSD height h subtends an angle of ap-
proximately

-1 h
9h = tan ( lre) (3.3)

Since the height h is about the same as \/A , only about half of the incoming
electrons will actually strike the sensitive part of the PSD even for large values
of . Inthe r plane, there is no electron loss because of focusing by the

180° 'bend in the magnetic field. Thus, the collection factor for electrons
leaving A2 can be written approximately as

) = 2
F_(E) 0.5, 8h 2 80 (3. 4)

: : )
. 0.30h/00 . h<0

O

where the dependence on the electron energy E 1s via r in @ in (3.3). For
a strip of width Ax at position x = 2r | and for the electrons of energy E,
the count rate is then approximately
G F (E)Ax dJ (E)
o o e

s 8 Z(dr_/dE) dE b5

2
where dJ (E)/dE is the incident electron flux in el/ (cm -sr-sec-MeV), For
the test meagnct assembly and electrons above about 1 MeV, it is found that

Y 1 - i 0.60 MeV/cp- (3. 6)
‘.(dre/( )
Using the values ol A , etc., for the test magnet assembly, the resulting
values of GAE (cm -sr-MeV) for Ax = |1 ¢m are listed in Table 3.1 for 1

to 10 MeV electrons, The values are for AE = 0,60 MeV, as obtained from
(3. 6).

The beta source tests were done with the sources about 8 1/2 inches
(21.59 cm) from the A, aperture, The Sr-Y-90 source was measured to be
10 mCi, witha 3/8 inczh diameter aperture. Taking account of the differegyce
in geometry, this yields an effective source strength of 1,12 x 10' el/(ecm -
sec-8r) to be used with the GAE of Table 3.1. For the Ru-Rh-106 beta source,
the activity was measured to be 2.5 mCi, with g source fliameter of 3/16 inch,
giving an effective source strength of 2,80 ¥ 10" el/(cm -sec-sr).

Source measurements made in the air require an additional consideration
for electron multiple scattering. Electron multiple scattering and the resulting

30




TABLE 3.1

Geometric Factors for Test Magnet Assembly

Electron % = 2% *] F (E) GAE (Ax =1 cm)*
Energy p 9 h = = G F AE
(MeV) (e (deg) Lcmz-s(;-hieV)

1 2.4 11.98 0.50 5.37 x 107

2 4,2 6.91 0.40 4.30 x10°*

3 5.8 5.02 0.29 311 x10 "

4 7.6 3.83 0.22 2.3%=10""

S 9,2 5, 17 0.19 2.04 x 107°

6 11,0 2.65 0.16 .72 x107"

7 12,2 2.39 0.14 1.50 x 10~ %

- 13,6 2. 14 0.13 1.40 x 1072

R 15,2 1.92 0.11 1.18 x 107 1

10 17.0 1. 72 0.10 1.07 x 10”2

2

* Parameters for A1 A 0.317cm , d= 7.5 cm, h= 0.8

pl
ForAx=1cm, AE = 0.60 MeV, nearly constant for ] - 10 MeV.

angular and radial distributions are treated in Ref, 3.1, pp. 282 - 292. For
electrons penetrating a thickness t(g/ cm”) of material Z, A(atomic number
and weight), the probability distribution in angle is
2 >
2 _9.‘ /(tf“) 3
P(g)ds S — He 4 des {3.7)
64>

where

4
% 0. 1571Z{Z+ Ut W 1. 1Ax)0" ¥
R -

'S
ool (3. 8)

=
" # —
(pv) A (v/C) A
with v the electron velocity, ¢ the velocity of light and p the electron momen-

tum with (pv) in MeV, The latgral displacement distribution after traveling y
¢m, which contains the t g/ ecm” of material, is

2 2 2
_ _brdr -3r /(<6 Dy)
S Y T,
. 67Dy
where {# "D is calculated for t with (3. 8).

Fir,y)dr (3.9
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The above distributions must be used twice, once for the path from
the beta source to A, and once from A, to the PSD, jFor the first path,
the parameters arg y = 21.59 ¢cm, t = ZO.OZS‘) g/cm , and R = 0.318 cm.
The results for (8" ) and P(r€R) are given in Table 3,2, where P(r<R) is
obtained from integration of (3.9) and is

2 - -
IRE/KE 5y

P(r<R) =1 - (3. 10)

For the second path, the calculation is somewhat more complex because to

first order the spread in the r plane can be neglected, and only those elec-
trons scattered out of this plazfc and beyond # h/2 are lost, This can be ap-
proximated by taking the square root of (3, 10), splitting the circular distri-

bution in half, Doing this gives probabilities ranging from 0.97 at 1.5 MeV
to 0.77 at 5,0 MeV, and they are given in the last column of Table 3.2,
The measured position spectra are converted to incident flux by
1 J (E
4 318 ; (Measured counts/ channel) (3. 11)
dE " (em/ ch) (AT) (GAE) P(r <0, 318) }-Jl(m E

where GAE is taken from Table 3.1, Pand P_ from Table 3.2, and (cm/ch)
and (AT) (count time in seconds) are for the MCA spectrum in question. The
spectra in Figure 3.6 have (cm/ch) = 0,063 and (AT) = 8 x 60 seconds, with
the resulting beta source spectra being given in Table 3,3, The measured
spectra are compared to the calculated spectra, based on the Sr-Y-90 and
Ru-Rh-106 spectra given in Ref, 3.2. Considering the approximations and
corrections made, the agreement is quite good, The dip in (measured/ cal-
culated) for Ru-Rh-106 at 2. 75 MeV may be due to the dip in magnetic field

at the gap between the first and second row of magnets (see Figures 2.5 and
2.6), since the circular path for electrons has a maximum length in this dip
for about 2. 75 MeV (see Figure 2, 7). (A siumilar effect would be expectea for
6 - 6.5 MeV electrons, but no electrons of this energy are emitted by the beta
sources used.) The rise in (measured/ calculated) at the beta source end-
point energy and the existence of counts beyond the end point are due to brem-
sstrahlung background and possibly some contribution from the scattered elec-
trons., The measured spectra in Figure 3, 6 thus show good agreement with
that calculated for the beta sources but show an important background at higher
energies.

The addition of the anti-scattering baf{les has only a minor effect on the
beta spectra but does reduce the higher energy background by a factor of 2-3,
as shown in Figure 3.8, The dip in the Ru-Rk-106 spectrum between 2 and 3
MeV is accentuated somewhat because now a baffle, which does eliminate some
non-scattered electrons, adds to the magnetic field dip effect at 2. 75 MeV,
It is expected that a flight unit magnet assembly, which would not have the
gap between the magnet rows (see Section 4), would have a more uniform mag-
netic field and thus not show significant non-uniformities in spectral response.

Any non-uniformities that remain will, however, not be important since the
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TABLE 3,2
Electron Transmission after Multiple Scattering In
Air
2 b

Electron tr/c)® (pv)z o> P(r<0.318) 1=‘l(h)c
A (MeV) (radians)’ =/P(r<0.35)
(MeV)

1.5 0.9354 3.539 0.02687 0.0239 0.970

2.0 0.958¢6 5,794 0.01634 0.0390 0.939

S\l 0.9788 11.810 0.00799 0.0782 0. 888

5.0 0.9914 29.85 0.00315 0.1867 0.770
a

Calculated for 0.0259 g/cmZ of air (Z = 7.22, A = 14, 485)(Eq. (3.8))
Calculated tor(&l) and y = 21.59 (Eq. 3.10).

»
Calculated for a path length of wr | with{# ) varying with this path length,
S e
See text,

TABLE 3.3

CGomparison of Measured and Calculated Beta Source

Spectra
L ) 2 »
R dJc (E)/dE in el/(cm - sec - sr - MeV)
Energy Sr-Y-90 Ru-Rh-106
(MeV) Calculated Measured (Moasurcd) Calculated Measured Mcalured)
: (Ref, 3.2) (Fig. 3.6) \Calculated (Ref, 3.2) (Fig.3,6) \Calculated
F 1.75 34746 2.41 + 6 0.70 1.20 46  1.27+6 1.06
1 i 2.00 1.23 + 6 . be 23 1.01 ¢+ 6 1.01 + 6 1.00
%;
% S 0.00 4,94 4+ 5 - S.1¢ +5 6.40 + 5 0.79
g 2.50 caw 1.66 + 5 - 5.88 ¢+ 5 4,33 +5 0.74
] 2.75 3.9245  2.364+5 0. 60
3.00 .99 49 1.68 ¢+ 5 0.84
3.25 5.60 +5 1.14 + 5 2.04
3.50 0.00 7.07 + 4 -
©3.4746 T 3,47 x 10%, etc.
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flight unit would be calibrated directly with electrons from an accelerator,

The electron energy loss spectra in the 1,000 im thick PSD are shown
in Figure 3.7 and show a peak near 275 keV., For 1.6 to 4.4 MeV, using the
stopping powers for Si in Ref. 3,2, electrons should deposit an average ener-
gy of 360 keV. From Ref. 3.1, pp. 252 - 267, it is found that for relativistic
electrons the most probablg energy luss can be written as

me” g5 w 1 .
AE = W |In <—-——————> -5 -k (3.12)
. 151+ 8%)
where .
W 0.3006 Zt mc (. 13)
1 A I

>
with mc  the electron rest mess ineV, 8 = v/c is the electron velocity di-

vided by the velocity of light, 1is thy average excitation potential (in e V) of
material Z, A, of thickness t(g/cm”), and K® 0,355 is a constant, For 1,000 um
of 51 (Z = 14, A= 28,086, t = 0.233 g/cm”) and 2 MeV electrons this gives

AE} 2 MeV ¢el) = 270 keV (3. 14)
)

which is in close agreement with the measurements, As already mentioned
when discussing Figures 3.4 and 3.5 (Section 3,2), the bremsstrahlung back-
ground appears to have a higher average energy than the direct electrons, so
a 100 - 150 keV threshold, well below the 275 keV peak, gives the best signal/
noise ratio, A threshold below 100 keV will not further improve this ratio.
Use of a thinner PSD would, however, require a lower threshold and introduce
more noise in the position signal calculation, The measured electron energy
loss distributions are also in reasonable agreement with the calculations of
Ref, 3. 4.

The final configuration uses a 200 wm Si detector in the entrance colli-
mator to provide a coincidence signal, The average energy loss for 1.6 to
4.4 MeV electrons is about 71 keV (from data in Ref, 3, 3), while the most
probable energy loss from (3.12) is 48 keV, Energy loss measurements with
a 50 keV threshold show the most probable energy loss to be about 50 keV or
less (Figure 3.9) and are thus in agreement with calculations. Actual coin-
cidence measurements with the 200 wm and PSD detectors showed that a 15 keV
threshold on the 200 jm detector is necessary to give a reasonable detection
efficiency, For the straight line arrangement, the maximum coincidence
detection efficiency is only about 10% and is due to the multiple scattering of
electrons in the 200 pm detector., The multiple scattering in the 200 pm de-
tector spreads the electron beam so that only about 10% of those producing
large pulses pass through the collimator in front of the PSD,

Use of the 200mm detector in the magnet assembly, with the complete
set-up as shown in Figure 3.1, gives the results shown in Figures 3,12 and
3.13. A rough calculation of the multiple scattering effect of the 200 um de-
tector gives a reduction of about a factor of 10. The measured reduction is
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about a factor of 4 for no coincidence and an additional factor of 3 with coin-
cidence. The factor of 4 is considered reasonable agreement with the cal-
culated 10, since the complete scattering effect is difficult to calculate be-
cause the 200 wm detector scattering adds on to the air scattering. The factor
of 3 coincidence reduction is less than the factor of 10 for the straight line
geometry, The coincidence reduction results from the correlation between
angular scattering and energy loss, Electrons lose energy by scattering,

so those electrons which go through the 200 i detector on the straightest
paths, and hence, are most likely to reach the PSD, also are likely to have
the lowest energy losses in the 200 pm detector,

The net result of adding the coincidence detector is to reduce the geo-
metric factors by nearly a factor of 10, It also reduces the higher energy
background by more than order of magnitude and so improves the signal/
noise ratio, The spectra in Figures 3,12 and 3, 13 show significantly im-
proved behavior at the beta end-point energies,

A minor problem occurs with the low energy threshold (15 keV) re-

with present room-temperature preamplifiers, Use of a thicker detector
would raise this threshold, but it would also increase multiple scattering
effects; therefore, no increase in detection efficiency 1s likely to result, The
200 m detector is quite probably near the optimum thickness,

Placing the 200 un detector nearer to the collimator exit aperture (A,
in Figure 3. 14) would increase the efficiency somewhat since the magnetic %
focusing in the r plane would nullify one direction of scattering. This
would also increase the number of clectrons striking the magnet poles and
80 increase background from bremsstrahlung and scattered electrons, This
would thus not be likely to increase the signal/noise ratio for detecting high
energy electrons in the presence of low energy electrons,

The final configuration, Figure 3,14, is thus close to the best configur-
ation for the Magnetic Electron Spectrometer, With additional lead shielding
for reduction of bremsstrahlung background, and a possible scintillator be-
hind the PSD'S, this is the final design configuration, on which the prelimi-
nary flight unit design is based.

4. PRELIMINARY DESIGN OF A FLIGHT UNIT MAGNETIC ELECTRON
SPECTROMETER

netic electron spectrometer to be made, The properties of this flight unit can
be specified with reasonable accuracy. The flight unit magnet arrangement is
shown in Figure 4, 1. The design uses the same iron yoke design as the test

10 MeV, The design uses 19 -11/16x11/16 x1/2inch, 3 - 11/16x1/2 x
1/2, and 2 - 1/2 x 1/2 x 1/2 inch magnets on each plate. The magnets are
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The results in Section 3 allow a preliminary design for a flight unit mag-

magnet assembly but uses some extra magnets to improve the measurement at
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selected from a larger number on the basis of magnet field measurements
to produce a more uniform field. The largest magnets have a tab ground
off on one corner to allow the use of holding screws during and after assem-
bly. Elimination of the screw gaps (Figure 2.2) should, in combination with
magnet selection, allow the magnet assembly to have an average field in the
gap of 4,50 + 0.15 kg, a +3% uniformity,

The paths of 1 to 10 MeV electrons in the magnet gap are shown in Fig-
ure 4.2, Thereis sufficient edge field to allow magnetic focusing even for
the 10 MeV electrons. With the field uniform to +3%, deviations from the
paths in Figure 4.2 should not be significant at the performance level, The
effects of fringing fields will cause slight changes in the curved and straight
paths at the magnet pole edges but should have only a small effect on the exit
positions for 1 to 10 MeV electrons,

The complete entrance collimator, detector, and baffle design is shown in
Figure 4. 3. The entrance collimator contains a front magnet assembly to
shield the coincidence detector from electrons below 100 - 200 keV and so
avoid pile-up problems from large fluxes of low energy electrons. The
entrance collimator is made from aluminum to reduce bremsstrahlung prod-
uction, The 200 tm surface barrier detector has a thin aluminum foil light
shield, which adds negligibly to the electron scattering of the detector itself,

The detector at the magnet exit line is designed to be a strip surface
barrier detector, 1,000 wm thick, and segmented into 12 individual rectan-
gular detectors. The detector strip need not be a single piece of silicon but
must be mounted with only a small dead section between adjacent strips. The
detector array is shielded from behind, top, bottom, and from the entrance
collimator by lead to reduce the bremsstrahlung background. A shielded de-
tector at the high energy end provides a background measurement,

The strip detector is designed with 7 segments of 1 cm width at the low
energy end, 4 segments of 2 cm width at the high energy end, and a 1 cm wide
segment for background measurement, The junctions between adjacent seg-
ments have a 0.25 inch long strip of 1/16 inch copper extending to the magnet
pole edges as an electron shield. Five baffles of 30 degree arc length are in-
stalled as shown in Figure 4. 3. The baffles are limited to 30" to reduce their
interference with the magnet focusing properties,

The segmented strip detector design was chosen over the use of position
sensitive detectors for a number of reasons. The use of position sensitive
detectors would have required at least three (3), which requires six (6) pre-
amplifier/amplifier chains, already half of the requirement for the segmented
strip. The position calculation electronics are easily the equivalent of the re-
maining six (6) preamplifier/ amplifier chains; therefore, the segmented strip
does not require a significant amount of additional electronic components.

The segmented strip detectors can be made to operate with a total re-
sponse time of less than one microsecond, while the position calculation elec-
tronics typically requires several microseconds. Thus, the segmented strip
can handle count rates (and fluxes) nearly an order of magnitude higher than
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the position sensitive detectors,

Finally, the segmented strip can operate with all segments in anti-
coincidence, thus strongly reducing the effect of backscattered electrons .
from a low to higher energy position, A position sensitive detector cannot
eliminate such backscattering events on its own length. The segmented
strip should thus provide much sharper cut-offs for electron spectra vary-
ing strongly with energy.

The position sensitive detectors can in principle give better electron
energy resolution via the position signal. This is somewhat degraded by the
electronic noise added to low electron energy losses and the scattering of
electrons in the silicon. Ultimately, it is limited by the number of energy
channels, which is determined by the number of scalers used. The design
in Figure 4.3 uses 12 scalers for an 11 point energy spectrum and is un-
likely to be improved significantly without a large increase in electronic
components,

The basic electronics for the electron spectrometer is outlined in Figure
4.4. Counting the 200 um detector, a total of 13 preamplifier/amplifier chains
are required. The basic logic for coincidence (200 pm detector)/anti-coinci-
dence operation is shown, A set of 12 scalers count the 11 electron channels
and one background channel. Additional circuitry for control of cycle times,
etc,, are not included as they would depend on the interface requirements
for the satellite in which the electron spectrometer is placed.

Figure 4.3 also shows a space for an anti-coincidence scintillator be-
hind the segmented strip detector. This would allow the use of the spectro-
meter without the 200 pm detector and in the presence of penetrating radiation.
Because of the large geometric factor of the scintillator, the penetrating flux
(generally high energy protons) cannot be too great before t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>